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About Francis Poulenc —

Born: January 7, 1889, Paris, France
Died: January 30, 1963, Paris France
Spouse: Richard Chanlaire

Parents: Emile Poulence, Jenny Poulenc

Compositions: 4 ballets, 3 operas, 3 orchestral pieces, 5 concertante, 7 works for chorus with orchestra, 19 chamber music works, 16 choral works, numerous solo vocal pieces, numerous piano pieces.

Gloria, FP 177 (1959) - Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)

Poulenc visited the United States in 1960 to hear the premiere of his large-scale work, Gloria for soprano, chorus, and large orchestra. The work was commissioned by the Koussevitsky Foundation in honor of
Sergei Koussevitsky and his wife, Natalia. It was premiered on January 21, 1961 by the Boston Symphony, conducted by Charles Munch. The work is divided into six sections:

Gloria in excelsis Deo

Laudamus te

Domine Deus, Rex caelistis

Domini Fili unigenite

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei

Qui sedes

This was not Poulenc’s first work for chorus and orchestra; he had written Stabat Mater in 1950. In Gloria, Poulenc creates music that expresses joy and exuberance and at times mysticism and tranquility. His
music is diatonic and on paper looks like music from the Classical era. The surprise comes when you listen to it. You hear exquisite melodies and daring harmonies that are combined with fantastic orchestration.

Although he never wanted to compose symphonic music, the orchestral pallet that he creates makes the listener wonder what might have been had he chosen to write symphonies.

The Gloria was the result of a commission from the Serge Koussevitzky Foundation. At a talk in the Club des Trois Centres in Paris, just two years before his death, Poulenc recalled how he had settled on a work

for chorus, orchestra, and soprano soloist.

“First, they asked me for a symphony. | told them | was not made for symphonies. Then they asked me for an organ concerto. | told them | had already written one and | didn’t want to write another. Finally they said: ‘All right, then do what you like!"”

Butin May 1959, in a letter to the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s principal conductor—and Koussevitzky’s successor—Charles Munch, Poulenc told him that he was still unsure about whether he would be allowed

to indeed do as he liked:

“I have suggested writing a Gloria for mixed choir, soprano solo and orchestra, 20 to 25 minutes in duration. You may perhaps be able to sway the balance in my favour if there is any hesitation.”

Text
Poulenc uses the text of the Gloria sections of the mass and divides it into 6 sections. Text and translation of these 6 sections. . .

Instrumentation — 2 piccolos, flute, 2 oboes, 1english horn, 2 clarinets in Bb, 1 bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 F horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, harp, strings

Artifact —

Photos of Poulenc’s life -

[ {\vailable on
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1. Poulenc: Gloria; Stabat Mater - Boston Pops Orchestra, Kathleen Battle, Seiji Ozawa & Tanglewood Festival Chorus

2. Poulenc: Piano Concerto - Organ Concerto - Gloria - Charles Dutoit, George Malcolm, Pascal Rogé & Philharmonia Orchestra

3. CSO Resound - Ravel: Daphnis et Chloe - Poulenc: Gloria - Chicago Symphony Chorus, Bernard Haitink, Chicago Symphony Orchestra & Jessica Rivera

amazon.com

1. Francis Poulenc: The Man and His Songs

2. Poulenc: Stabat Mater/Gloria/Litanies ... la Vierge noire

3. Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers)

4. Francis Poulenc's Gloria (Choral Monograph) (Volume 2)

5. Poulenc: Stabat Mater / Gloria / Bizet: Te Deum

YouTube Video Links -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-4m6Y_y78Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpIf8iFOHPY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReqsEgKtyyA
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