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Upcoming concerts -

Many thanks to the

Montgomery Philharmonic

Board of Directors for their
inspiring work this season.
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Chris Larsen — President
Gwen Earle — Vice President
Lydia Leong — Secretary
Gail Earle — Treasurer
Morgan Jenkins — Member
Steve Loeb — Member
Jamey Mayden — Member
Teresa Meeks — Member
Jackie Miller — Member
Barbara Oldroyd — Member
Eric Ridgeway — Member
Evan Tegley — Member
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April 23 at GPC, 6:30 PM - Immigrants and

Emergents, Different Together

June 11 at GPC, 6:30 PM - Symphonies Different
Together: A Continued Exploration of the Evolution

of the Symphony

Sandra Ragusa is a charismatic

&8 personality on the classical conducting
scene. Coming from an extensive
background as both a conductor and

j a flutist, she brings the spirit of a true
performer to the stage. Ms. Ragusa is
known for her creative programming,
emotionally charged performances, and
interpretive depth. Recent debuts include conducting
the Belgrade Symphony, Helsinki Radio Symphony, The
National Symphony Orchestra—Lithuania, The Berlin
Sinfonietta, and Krakow Sinfonia.

Ms. Ragusa’s projects planned for the 2022-23

season, feature concerts in Washington, DC; New York;
Berlin, Germany; Japan; Belgrade, Serbia; and Vilnius,
Lithuania; and she continues her work as Music Director
of the Montgomery Philharmonic and Zy%tes.

Ms. Ragusa has worked with many international
soloists. World-class soloists with whom she has
collaborated include Aaron Goldman — Flutist, National
Symphony Orchestra, lldikd Szabd — cellist, Sophie
Modig — soprano, Vanessa Barkowski — mezzo soprano,
Patrick Vogel — tenor, and Christian Oldenburg —
baritone.

Committed to educating our next generation of musicians
through social change, Ms. Ragusa enjoys working in

the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s OrchKids program,
where she was the woodwinds chair and conducted

the OrchKids Orchestra. Ms. Ragusa is also in demand
to conduct honor orchestras in Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Virginia, and Washington, DC.

A native of Los Angeles, Ms. Ragusa studied flute at the
University of Southern California and holds a Master of
Music degree from Carnegie Mellon University. She has
been mentored as a conductor by Neeme Jarvi, and
Colin Metters and as a flutist by Roger Stevens, Julius
Baker, and Jeanne Baxtresser.
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El cant dels ocells Pablo Casals (1876-1973)

arranged by A. Karabaev
Song of the Birds is a traditional Catalan lullaby that was

made famous by the cellist Pablo Casals. After Casals’
exile in 1936 for more than 35 years, he opened each of
his concerts with this piece. When he first performed this
piece, he explained that, “the Birds in the space sing,
PEACE, PEACE, PEACE!” Casals was born in Spain and
had his first exposure to a cello-like instrument that was
a strung broom. He loved the instrument so much that
he asked his father to make him one. His father made
him a crude cello using a gourd as a sound-box. Casals’
mother took him to Barcelona where she enrolled him in
music school. With the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War
in 1936, Casals went into exile in Prades, France and did
not perform in public until 1971. Casals performed for
both Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Kennedy, as

a soloist with the New York Philharmonic, and recorded
extensively. Casals did not live to see the end of the

Francoist state in Spain.

Brandenburg Goncerto No. 4, BWV 1049
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Allegro — Andante — Presto

Morgan Jenkins and Diana Loeb, flute soloists
Lydia Leong, violin soloist

Bach presented the Six Brandenburg Concerti as an
audition piece for Christian Ludwig, the Margrave of
Brandenburg — Schwedt in 1721. These concerti were
written over a number of years for various instruments,
several with instrumental solos. The delightful 4th
Concerto, features two flute soloists and a solo violin.
The brilliance of the solo parts combined with string
accompaniment create an complicated tapestry of
instrumental colors. Although, Bach did not win the
position that applied for, we are all better for these
stunning musical pieces.

Serenade for Strings, Opus 11 (1937)
Dag Wirén (1905-1986)
Allegro molto — Andante espressivo
Scherzo — Tempo di Marcia

Dag Wirén’s Serenade for Strings, is energetic and
requires a high level of virtuosity to play. This well-crafted

piece is in the neo-classical style with a brilliant,
spontaneous, compact, and optimistic feeling
throughout. It is constructed in 4 movements. The first
movement has high energy and almost unrelenting
whirring motor of repeated notes both in the
background and forefront of the movement. The second
movement uses pizzicato technique to contrast the
beautiful legato melody. The drama in this movement
is created its dynamic contrasts. The third movement
is a scherzo that evokes a child-like joke. The final
movement is a spirited march with a bluesy melody.

Our Soloists —

Lydia Leong has been the Montgomery Philharmonic’s
concertmaster since 2016. She is a regular performer

in Friday Morning Music Club and other chamber-series
recitals in the DC area, as well as a prize-winning Scottish
fiddler who competed at the US National Championships
in 2021 and 2022. She is a Distinguished VP Analyst at
Gartner and was named as a Top 10 Thought Leader by
WIRED Magazine. Lydia’s other upcoming performances
this season include the Coleridge-Taylor Clarinet Quintet
with the River Quarry Ensemble (Strathmore Mansion, April
6), Beethoven Sonata op. 12 no. 1 (Lyceum, April 23), and
William Grant Still's Suite for violin and piano (St. Thomas
Episcopal Church DC, June 17). She presently studies with
Emil Chudnovsky. lydialeong.com

Morgan Jenkins holds a B.M. from the Peabody
Conservatory of Music, where she studied with Britton
Johnson and Timothy Day, and a M.M. from James
Madison University. Morgan is principal flutist with the
Montgomery Philharmonic and a member of its Board of
Directors. She is Assistant Teaching Professor of Music
at Penn State Mont Alto. Her performance experience
includes orchestras and chamber ensembles, as well as
jazz and pop styles.

Diana Loeb holds a Bachelor of Music in Music
Business from Bradley University where she studied

flute with Nancy Neidlinger. Additionally, she studied with
nationally renowned teachers Robin Fellows, Bonita Boyd,
Robert Dick, and Vanita Jones. Diana plays flute with

the Montgomery Philharmoni and has played with the
Musical Offering Flute Ensemble and Montgomery College
Orchedtra. Diana co-owns L&L Music with her husband
Steve.

Sandra Ragusa — Music Director and Conductor

First Violin Violoncello

Lydia Leong — Ted Ashton — Principal
Concertmaster Heidi Ashton

Audrey Chang William Ashton

Samwit Dangol Mary Carr

Mark Deuser Sarah Cok

Burt Feldman
Akiko Gomez +
Claire Hacker
Smiley Hsu +
Jocelyn Marrow

Heather Johnson-Skrivanek
Donna Sales-Smith

Miriam Schoenbaum
Marianne Wonnacott

Double Bass
Valerie Matthews — Principal

Second Violin

Erin Grace — Principal Jeffrey Aaron —

Michellene Bonney Acting Principal
Jim Brown Walter Heber

Ariana Kavazovic Christopher Marsh

Yat-Lun Kwok Jamey Mayden

Anagha Namboodiri
Eric Ridgeway

Paul Schopf +

Flute
Viola Morgan Jenkins — Principal
Emma Kinsley — Diana Loeb
Principal
Magdalena Balderas Piano
Cindy Buhse Dotson Hsing

Ted McAllister
Barbara Shellenberger
Marion Spahn + musician on leave or not

required for this concert



